
THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO

EASTERN DIVISION

In re: American Honda Motor Co., Inc.,
CR-V Vibration Marketing and Sales
Practices Litigation,

This document relates to: ALL CASES

Case No. 2:15-md-02661

Judge Michael H. Watson
Magistrate Judge Elizabeth Preston Deavers

STIPULATION TO TOLL CLAIMS AND FACILITATE DISCOVERY DIRECTED TO

HONDA MOTOR CO. LTD. AND PROPOSED ORDER

WHEREAS, pending before the Court in this centralized multi-district litigation are a

number ofproposed class action lawsuits pertaining to the 20IS Honda CR-V;

WHEREAS, each of the underlying actions names as a defendant, American Honda

Motor Company, Inc. ("AHM");

WHEREAS, at least one ofthe underlying actions names as a defendant, Honda Motor

Company, Ltd. ("HMC"), which is AHM's Japanese parent company;

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs intend to file a consolidated amended complaint on or before

January 19,2016;

WHEREAS, both Plaintiffs and AHM acknowledge that HMC may be in possession,

custody, or control of information and documents that may not be in the possession, custody or

control of AHM but which are potentially relevant to this litigation; and

WHEREAS, both Plaintiffs and AHM further acknowledge that discovery and the

litigation generally will be more conducive to expeditious resolution with AHM serving as the

sole named defendant in these proceedings and assuming responsibility for the production of

discoverable information and documents solely in the possession, custody, or control of HMC.
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IT IS THEREFORE STIPULATED AND AGREED among Plaintiffs and AHM, through

their undersigned counsel, that:

1. AHM will serve as the sole defendant in this litigation on behalfof itself and

HMC.

2. Within fourteen (14) days of the Court's approval of this stipulation, Plaintiffs

will execute and file a stipulation ofdismissal, without prejudice, as to HMC.

3. Plaintiffs will not name HMC in any future complaint filed in this litigation.

4. Any claims asserted against AHM that were or which could have been raised in

this litigation against HMC will be tolled from the period beginning on July 7,2015, until the

termination of this litigation, provided that principles ofcollateral estoppel and resjudicata will

apply to all matters litigated in these proceedings to HMC same as AHM as though HMC had

been a named party.

5. AHM will satisfy any final judgment or settlement obtained in this case on behalf

of itself and HMC.

6. AHM shall be responsible for responding to Plaintiffs' discovery requests and for

producing documents and information in the possession, custody, or control ofHMC that are not

already in the possession, custody or control ofAHM.

7. Notwithstanding this Stipulation, AHM shall maintain the right to make all

objections to discovery requests that it deems appropriate, but will not object on the basis that a

request should have been directed to HMC.

8. AHM shall accept service ofany deposition notice directed to an HMC employee

that is located in the United States. For purposes ofdeposing any Honda-affiliated witness

located outside the United States (including HMC), Plaintiffs will depose such witness(es) in the



location(s)where they work (e.g., Japan), and Plaintiffs agree the deposition(s)will be held no

fewer than seventy-five (75) days from the date of service of the notice(s). If these procedures in

the previous sentence are followed, AHM will accept service of the notice(s) on behalfof HMC

or any other Honda-affiliated entity located outside the U.S., as applicable. Ifthese procedures

are not followed, AHM will not accept service of the notice(s), and such notice(s) will need to be

served in accordance with procedures applicable to deposing a foreign non-party located outside

the U.S.

9. In response to discovery served in this litigation not in the possession, custody or

control ofAHM but in the possession, custody or control ofHMC, AHM shall have sixty (60)

days to produce responsive documents or information. Plaintiffs agree they will not propound

discovery directed to HMC within sixty (60) days ofany discovery cut-offwithout good cause,

and in the event good cause exists and such discovery is propounded, the Parties agree to work in

good faith to satisfy discovery obligations.

10. To the extent Plaintiffs propound discovery upon AHM or HMC that is not

completely objectionable but is not in the possession, custody, or control ofeither AHM or

HMC, but is in the possession, custody or control ofan AHM or HMC affiliate, the parties will

meet and confer within ten (10) business days ofservice upon AHM ofsuch discovery to

determine the most expeditious way for Plaintiffs to obtain such discovery, and the Parties agree

to work cooperatively to that end. IfAHM agrees to accept service ofdiscovery requests

directed to a Honda-affiliated entity located outside the United States that is not HMC, the

parties agree to follow the procedures identified in Paragraph 9 above.
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PURSUANT TO STIPULATION IT IS SO ORDERED.

Datedjk*^^

Dated: January 19,2016

Dated: January 19,2016

.{Pa/tyif^
JUDGE OR MAG1S1 RATE JUDGE

/s/David Stein per authority
Eric H. Gibbs (pro hac vice)
David Stein {pro hac vice)
GIBBS LAW GROUP LLP

One Kaiser Plaza, Suite 1125
Oakland, California 94612
Telephone: (510) 350-9700
Facsimile: (510) 350-9701
ehg@classlawgroup.coin
ds@classlawgroup.com
Interim Lead Counsel

Isi Mark H, Troutman

Mark H. Troutman (0076390)
Gregory M Travalio (0000855)
ISAAC WILES BURKHOLDER &

TEETOR, LLC
Two Miranova Place, Suite 700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Telephone: (614)221-2121
Facsimile: (614) 365-9516
mtroutman@isaacwiles.com

gtravalio@isaacwilcs.com

Liaison Counsel

/s/ Liv Kiser per email consent 1/18/16
Michael L. Mallow (pro hac vice)
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP

555 W. Fifth Avenue, Suite 4000
Los Angeles, California 90013
Telephone: (213) 896-6000
mmallow@sidlcv.com

Livia M. Kiser (pro hac vice)
J. Simone Jones (pro hac vice)



Daniel A. Spira (pro hac vice)
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP

One South Dearborn

Chicago, Illinois 60603
Telephone: (312)853-7000
lkiser@sidlev.com

simone.iones@sidlev.com

dspira@sidlcv.com

James A. Wilson (0030704)
VORYS, SATER, SEYMOUR & PEASE
52 East Gay Street
P.O. Box 1008

Columbus, Ohio 43216
Telephone: (614)464-5606
iawilson@vorvs.com

Attorneysfor Defendant
American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on January 19,2016, a copy of the foregoing was filed electronically.

Notice of this filing will be sent to all parties by operation of the Court's electronic filing system.

Parties may access this filing through the Court's system.

Isl MarkH. Troutman
Mark H. Troutman (0076390)
Liaison Counsel


