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GENERAL ORDER 20-25

In General Order 20-17, the Court adopted a Reconstitution Plan for reopening the

Courthouses in this District as of June 1, 2020. The Reconstitution Plan was attached to and

incorporated in General Order 20-17. In General Order 20-23 on July 23,2020, the Court adjusted

that Plan based on recent increases in the number of diagnosed COVID-19 cases in the Southern

District of Ohio as a whole and in each of the counties in which one of the District's courthouses

is located. Based on sustained high levels of COVID-19 infections in the District, as well as the

August 18, 2020, report of its Ad Hoc Committee on Gating Criteria, the Court finds it necessary

to further adjust the Reconstitution Plan as set forth herein:

1. All civil and criminal jury trials scheduled between the date of this Order and

September 30, 2020, are continued until a future date to be set by the assigned judge, except that,

for criminal defendants in custody, a jury trial prior to September 30, 2020, may proceed if the

assigned judge deems that, in the interests of justice, it is absolutely necessary that the trial go

forward. Such proceedings will take place only in one of the six courtrooms (two at each location

of Court) that has been outfitted with plexiglass shielding.






