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GENERAL ORDER NO. 20-26

This Court issues this General Order, as one in a series of General Orders, in response to

the ongoing spread of the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) in the Southern District of Ohio and

elsewhere. There have been more than five million confirmed cases of COVID-19 throughout the

Country, more than one-hundred thousand confirmed cases across Ohio, and thousands in each

seat of Court in the Southern District of Ohio: Columbus, Cincinnati, and Dayton. On March 13,

2020, the President declared a National Emergency relating to COVID-19, which remains in place

as of the date of this Order.

Due to COVID-19 and its impact on institutions, including the judiciary and its

administration of justice. Congress has passed legislation authorizing the use of video and

telephone conferencing, under certain circumstances and with the consent of the defendant, for

various criminal case events during the course of the COVID-19 emergency. See The CARES

Act, H.R. 748 Section 15002 et seq. The Judicial Conference of the United States has also found

that emergency conditions due to the national emergency declared by the President have affected

and will materially affect the functioning of the federal courts generally.

On March 30, 2020, I, as Chief Judge of this District, issued General Order 20-07,

authorizing the use of video conferencing, or telephone conferencing if video conferencing was

not reasonably available, for all criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES








