[bookmark: _Hlk224573979]UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
EASTERN DIVISION


GENERAL STANDING ORDERS ON CIVIL CONSENT CASES

I. 	PROCEDURES FOR CIVIL CONSENT CASES[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Refer to Magistrate Judge Shimeall’s General Standing Orders on Civil Pretrial Procedures for all information governing pretrial procedures.] 

A.	AMENDED PLEADINGS OR OTHER DOCUMENTS
Any motion for leave to amend or an amended pleading filed as of right shall attach as an exhibit a redline, document showing track changes or other comparison showing all amendments or proposed amendments to the original pleading.  Further, the motion shall state whether the defendant has consented under Rule 15(a)(2).
B.	SUMMARY JUDGMENT PROCEDURES
1. 	Number and Timing of Motions
A party may file only one motion for summary judgment absent leave of Court, which will be granted rarely and only upon a showing of good cause.  All dispositive motions must be filed by the deadline in the case management order.
2. 	Cross-Motions for Summary Judgment
If multiple parties anticipate dispositive motions, they should notify the Court when the dispositive-motion deadline is set.
3. 	Record and Citation Requirements
Depositions, deposition exhibits, and other supporting exhibits must be filed separately on the docket before the motion so they receive PageID numbers.  Citations in summary judgment briefs must refer to the ECF number and PageID of the record material.  Where documents already appear on the record, parties should cite the earlier filing rather than refile the document.
	C.	LIMITATIONS ON BRIEFS AND MEMORANDA
Briefs and/or memoranda in support of or in opposition to any motion shall not exceed twenty pages unless a party first obtains leave of court. 

A motion for leave must set forth the reasons excess pages are required and the number of pages sought.

If leave of Court is granted, counsel need not comply with S.D. Ohio Civ. R. 7.2(a)(3).  All memoranda shall otherwise comply with the formal requirements of S.D. Ohio Civ. R. 7.2.		
In the spirit of compliance with the rules, all memoranda shall comport with the following:

1. One-inch margins top, bottom, left and right.
2. Main body of text in at least 12-point font and footnotes in at least 10-point font.
3. Citations to be in main body of text and not in footnotes.
II.	FINAL PRETRIAL AND TRIAL
A. 	FINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE PROCEDURES
1.	Attendance Requirements
The following must attend the final pretrial conference in person unless excused by the Court: (a) Lead trial counsel; (b) the parties themselves (or a knowledgeable representative); (c) a representative with full authority to resolve all issues, including settlement authority. 
Trial counsel must attend.  Any attorney not present at the Final Pretrial Conference may not participate at trial absent leave of Court.
2. 	Pretrial Filings
Unless otherwise ordered, the following must be filed four (4) weeks before trial:

A. Motions in limine
B. Joint proposed jury instructions and any disputed supplemental instructions
C. Designations of deposition testimony
D. Witness lists, including a brief narrative summary of each witness’s anticipated testimony
E. Exhibit lists
F. Stipulations
3. 	Oppositions and Objections
The following must be filed three (3) weeks before trial:

A. Memoranda opposing pretrial motions
B. Objections to deposition designations
C. Objections to supplemental jury instructions
4.	Proposed Joint Final Pretrial Order
The parties must jointly prepare and file a proposed final pretrial order using the Court’s required form, attached hereto as Appendix A.
5.	Final Pretrial Conference
The Court will conduct the Final Pretrial Conference approximately two (2) weeks before trial.  At least five (5) business days prior to the Final Pretrial Conference, counsel shall submit the jointly prepared Final Pretrial Order by email to Shimeall_Chambers@ohsd.uscourts.gov.  This statement should not be filed with the Clerk’s office.  The required form is appended hereto as Appendix A. 

Additionally, counsel shall submit a joint statement of the case to be read by Magistrate Judge Shimeall to the jury at Voir Dire.  Counsel shall email the statement to Chambers at Shimeall_Chambers@ohsd.uscourts.gov five (5) business days before trial. 

B.	TRIAL PROCEDURES 
1. 	Continuances
The Court will not continue the trial date absent a written motion supported by an affidavit demonstrating exceptional circumstances.
2. 	Trial Schedule
Unless otherwise ordered, trial sessions will generally proceed as follows:
Trial hours are generally 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. with a 15-minute break in the morning and the afternoon.
The parties and all counsel shall be present at counsel tables at all sessions before the jury is brought into the courtroom and will remain at counsel tables until after the jury leaves the courtroom at the end of all sessions.  The parties and counsel will stand upon the entrance and exit of the jury.
Counsel and the parties shall be present in the courtroom 15 minutes before Court convenes every day.  The purpose of this requirement is to resolve any problems that may arise during the course of the trial.  If counsel need to bring anything to the Court’s attention, they should contact the Court’s Courtroom Deputy or Law Clerk before 8:30 a.m. so that the Court can resolve the matter before the jury is brought into the courtroom.  Counsel should also be readily available for conferences during recesses.  Please keep the Courtroom Deputy informed as to where you may be located in case the Court needs to find you quickly.
C. 	JURY PROCEDURES
1. 	Jury Size
The Court will seat a jury of six (6) to twelve (12) members.  Unless the parties stipulate otherwise, the verdict must be unanimous.  See Fed. R. Civ. P. 48.
2. 	Voir Dire
The Court will conduct the primary voir dire examination.
Counsel may ask supplemental questions, but may not repeat questions already asked by the Court.  Questions should generally be addressed to the panel as a whole.
3. 	Challenges
After voir dire, the Court will consider:
1. Challenges for cause.
2. Peremptory challenges.
Each party is entitled to three (3) peremptory challenges, exercised alternately beginning with the plaintiff.
	D. 	WITNESSES
	1. 	Lay Witnesses

Each party shall disclose to opposing counsel the names of all lay witnesses at least thirty (30) days before the discovery deadline set forth in the Court’s Preliminary Pretrial Order unless a prior deadline has been established.

	2. 	Expert Witnesses

		a. 	Disclosure
Each party shall disclose to opposing counsel, pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(2), the identity of all expert witnesses on the dates set forth in the Court’s Scheduling Order.

		b. 	Use at Trial	

The Court generally permits the parties to briefly qualify their experts at trial.  Opposing counsel may voir dire any such witness if there are questions as to his or her expertise.
		3.	Witness Examination
1. Counsel shall conduct witness examinations from the lectern.
2. Counsel may approach a witness to present an exhibit only with the Court’s permission.
3. Upon completion of examination, counsel shall advise the Court before opposing counsel begins questioning.
4. Counsel must obtain permission from the Court before conferring with co-counsel during witness examination.
5. Only one attorney may conduct the direct or cross-examination of a given witness.
	E. 	EXHIBITS AND DEMONSTRATIVE EVIDENCE
		1. 	Exhibit Lists
Each party shall file and exchange exhibit lists no later than three weeks before trial.
		2. 	Exhibit Marking
Exhibits must be marked in advance as follows:
	A. Plaintiff exhibits: P-A, P-B, P-C, etc.	
B. Defendant exhibits: D-A, D-B, D-C, etc.
	C. Joint exhibits: JE-A, JE-B, etc.
	D. Third-party exhibits: TP-A, TP-B, etc.
		3. 	Distribution of Exhibits
No later than one (1) week before trial, counsel must provide:
1. The Court
2. The courtroom deputy
3. The law clerk
4. The court reporter, and
5. Opposing counsel
with a complete set of exhibits and exhibit lists.
		4. 	Demonstrative Evidence
Demonstrative exhibits must be shown to opposing counsel at least one week before trial.
Demonstratives prepared solely for closing argument must be disclosed the day before closing arguments.
	F. 	COURTROOM CONDUCT
1. Counsel must stand when addressing the Court.
2. Opening statements and closing arguments shall be delivered from the lectern facing the jury.
3. Counsel shall stand when making objections and state only the objection unless the Court requests further explanation.
4. Counsel may request a bench conference, but argument will occur only if the Court permits it.

[bookmark: _Hlk224574341]IT IS SO ORDERED.


Date: 03/16/2026					 s/ S. Courter M. Shimeall	            
							S. Courter M. Shimeall, Magistrate Judge
							United States District Court
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APPENDIX A

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
EASTERN DIVISION


                               ,   	Case No.________________

Plaintiff(s) 	Magistrate Judge S. Courter M. Shimeall

v. 					
	JOINT FINAL PRETRIAL ORDER
                              , 	 	(REQUIRED FORM)

Defendant(s) 	


This action came before the Court at a final pretrial conference held on               , 20__, at ___ a.m./p.m., pursuant to Rule 16, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
I.  APPEARANCES:
For Plaintiff:
For Defendant:	
II.  NATURE OF ACTION AND JURISDICTION:
A.	This is an action for                                                     .
B.	The jurisdiction of the Court is invoked under Title               , United States Code, Section       .

C.	The jurisdiction of the Court (is/is not) disputed.		
III.	TRIAL INFORMATION:
A.	The estimated length of trial is               days.
B.	Four sets of each party’s exhibits shall be delivered to Chambers at least three (3) days prior to the start of trial for use by the Judge, witness, court reporter, and law clerk.  One additional set shall be delivered to opposing counsel.

C.	Three sets of each witness’ deposition transcript, if such transcript might be used for impeachment or any other purpose during trial, shall be delivered to Chambers at least three (3) days prior to the start of the trial. Condensed transcripts are acceptable. 

IV.  AGREED STATEMENTS AND LISTS:
A.	General Nature of the Claims of the Parties
1.	Plaintiff’s Claims:
Set out brief summary without detail; an itemized statement of special damages should be included.

2.	Defendant’s Claims:
Set out brief summary without detail.
3.	All other parties’ claims:
Same type of statement where third parties are involved.
B.	Pending Motions/Motions in Limine:
1.	The following Motions, if any, are pending:
Briefly list motions pending and identify which motions must be decided prior to trial.
2.	Plaintiff anticipates/does not anticipate filing Motions in Limine.

If filing Motions in Limine, briefly list the motions that are expected to be filed.

3.	Defendant anticipates/does not anticipate filing Motions in Limine.

If filing Motions in Limine, briefly list the motions that are expected to be filed.

C.	Uncontroverted Facts

Suggested language:

The following facts are established by admissions in the pleadings or by stipulations of counsel:

Set out uncontroverted or uncontested facts.

The parties request and/or anticipate that the following stipulated facts be read by Judge Shimeall to the jury:

Set out stipulated facts to be read to the jury.

D.	Contested Issues of Fact and Law
Suggested language:
1.	Contested Issues of Fact: The contested issues of fact remaining for decision are:

Set out a brief statement of the remaining contested issues of fact.

2.	Contested Issues of Law: The contested issues of law are:

Set out a brief statement of the remaining contested issues of law.

Or: 	There are no special issues of law reserved other than those implicit in the foregoing issues of fact.
E.	Witnesses
Suggested language:
1.	In the absence of reasonable notice to opposing counsel to the contrary, plaintiff will call, or will have available at the trial:

Provide a brief individualized synopsis of each witness testimony.

2.	In the absence of reasonable notice to opposing counsel to the contrary, defendant will call, or will have available at the trial:

Provide a brief individualized synopsis of each witness testimony.

3.	In the absence of reasonable notice to opposing counsel to the contrary, ____________will call:			

Provide a brief individualized synopsis of each witness testimony. (Use for third parties, if any).

4.	There is reserved to each of the parties the right to call such rebuttal witnesses as may be necessary, without prior notice thereof to the other party.		

Note: Only witnesses listed in the Pretrial Order or identified in accordance with paragraph 4 above will be permitted to testify at the trial, except witnesses called solely for the purpose of impeachment or for good cause shown.

F.	Expert Witnesses
Suggested language:
Parties are limited to the following expert witnesses whose names have been disclosed to the other side.

Plaintiff:
List all expert witnesses plaintiff intends to call at trial.
Defendant:
List all expert witnesses defendant intends to call at trial.
Counsel have attached a resume of each expert’s qualifications as Appendix A herein.
G.	Exhibits
Except for good cause shown, the Court will not permit the introduction of any exhibits unless they have been listed in the pretrial order, with the exception of exhibits to be used solely for the purpose of impeachment.

Exhibit lists shall be in the form set forth in the Standing Orders.
		
H.	Depositions
Suggested language:
Testimony of the following witnesses will be offered by deposition/ videotape:

List all witnesses whose testimony will be offered by deposition or videotape.  If none, so state.

Please list any anticipated objections to the above witnesses to be offered by deposition/videotape. 

List any anticipated objections to the above witnesses to be offered by deposition/videotape.  If none, so state.

I.	Completion of Discovery
Except for good cause, all discovery shall be completed before the Final Pretrial Order is signed by the Court.  If discovery has not been completed, the proposed pretrial order shall state what discovery is yet to be completed by each side, when it is scheduled, when it will be completed, and whether any problems, such as objections or motions, are likely with respect to the uncompleted discovery.	

Suggested language:
Discovery has been completed.
	Or: 	Discovery is to be completed by ___________, 20__.
	Or: 	Further discovery is limited to__________________.
	Or: 	The following provisions have been made for discovery:
Specify all such provisions.
J.	Miscellaneous Orders
Set forth any orders not properly includable elsewhere.
V.  MODIFICATION
This Final Pretrial Order may be modified at the trial of this action, or prior thereto, to prevent manifest injustice.  Such modification may be made by application of counsel or on motion of the Court.

VI.  JURY INSTRUCTIONS AND STATEMENT
Jury instructions, including interrogatories, special verdict forms, and an index of the jury instructions shall be submitted by email to Shimeall_Chambers@oshd.uscourts.gov at least five (5) business days prior to the commencement of trial.  In addition, all of the above shall be electronically filed in the Clerk’s Office at least five (5) business days prior to the commencement of trial.  There is reserved to counsel the right to submit supplemental requests for instructions during trial, or at the conclusion of the evidence, but only on matters that cannot be reasonably anticipated.

The parties shall submit joint instructions.  Each instruction should be on a separate page and be presented jointly with agreed language to be in a normal type, Plaintiff’s proposed language to be in italics and Defendant’s proposed language to be in bold.  All instructions must contain a citation of authority (including the page number for the specific legal proposition for which you are citing the case) upon which counsel relies.  A request for special instructions must be filed with the Clerk of Court’s Office, prior to presentation to the Court.

VII.  SETTLEMENT EFFORTS
Set forth circumstances surrounding the parties’ efforts to negotiate a settlement.
VIII.  TRIAL TO THE COURT
Proposed Findings of Fact & Conclusions of Law: Within 14 days of the conclusion of trial to the Court, counsel shall file their Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.

IX.  JURY TRIAL

Do the parties anticipate the need for trial briefs on particular legal issues?  If so, please state the particular legal issues.
X.  INSTRUCTIONS
This proposed Final Pretrial Order shall be emailed, in Word format, to Chambers at Shimeall_Chambers@ohsd.uscourts.gov at least five (5) business days prior to the Final Pretrial Conference.  It should not be filed with the Clerk’s office.





_____________________			
Counsel for Plaintiff 				


_____________________                                               
Counsel for Defendant
